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NEWS

Dear friends,
Hello!

You are handed a new issue of
the university s newspaper «Ha-
cmedxcvy. Before I explain the
reason it is only in English I'd like
to suggest paying your attention to
one important moment. Yesterday
we were angry and upset, were
wearing fur coats and preferred a
lonely evening at home to a walk
with friends. Today we are open
to communication, ready to new
meetings, are fanatically keeping
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feet and spend free time in a
pleasant company ... The question
is: why? The answer is hidden in
six simple letters — spring is here!
The weather is gradually getting
warmer and we are all filled with
a new life. The exciting feeling of
future changes has appeared in
our souls.

But the marvellous time of
revival isnt the reason to give
up studying. Thus, today is the
Day of the English language. Our
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university is proud of its students’
achievements in different
spheres of scientific knowledge
including foreign languages such
as English, French, German,
Swedish. Today you can have
a unique opportunity to show
you're your good English skills
in everyday life. And our team
with this English issue will
try to help you plunge into the
language environment. We are
«Hacmeorcor!! :)

Junior Researchers’ Conference

We’ve got a good tradition at
our university recently which
supposes carrying out of the
Junior Researchers’ Conference.
The distinctive feature of this
conference is that work in
sections is organized in the
English language. It promotes not
only the development of student’s
scientific activity, but it also helps
to acquire communicative skills
in a foreign language. It is very
important to learn any language
through practice in real-to-life
situations.

The conference includes some

stages. In the beginning there is a
festive opening ceremony. Dmitry
Nikolaevich Lazovsky, the rector
of university, usually greets
participants and makes a solemn
speech. Heis aperfect example for
all students as he speaks English
well. Then students present their
scientific works and discuss them
in different sections. Sections are
divided according to scientific
fields developing at PSU.

Every year the number of
students taking part in the

international scientific conference
is increasing. It means that the

youth understands the necessity
of science development and
the importance of speaking a
foreign language. Undoubtedly it
will contribute the future career
promotion.
Thisyearthe Junior Researchers’
Conference “EUROPEAN AND
NATIONAL CONTEXT IN
RESEARCH” will be held in
April, 27 — 28. T hope you have
already had enough time to apply
for the conference. Good luck
and speak English with pleasur%!]

Elena Kosarevskaya
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Great Britain seen by a Belarusian

The United Kingdom 1is a
country which has a great history.
And this country has always had
an important position in the world.
That’s why Great Britain is very
interesting for everybody. I was
very lucky, and I had a chance to
see England.

My first glance at England was at
a hight of 9 000 metres, on board
Minsk-London plane. And what
I saw excited me so much. There
were green flat fields, the English
Channel with different types of
water transport, winding rivers.
And then I saw London, the capital
of Great Britain. You fall in love
with this city at first sight.

London stands on the Thames.
This river is so amazing! It’s really
big. The Thames has been very
important in the lives of London’s
residents since the times of the
foundation of the city. And now
it attracts tourists’ and its citizen’s
attention.

My sighting of London started
with the Houses of Parliament and
Big Ben.

The Houses of Parliament were
built in a Gothic style. And it’s an
enormous building. And nobody
can imagine London without Big
Ben. This big clock is a symbol
of England. And another is of
London attractions which I saw
was Tower Bridge, this bridge is
the most beautiful bridge I have
ever seen. And when you walk up
it you can view HMS Belfast, an
11,500-ton cruiser that opened the
bombardment of the Normandy
coast on D-Day and which is now
a museum.

And the London Eye impressed
me. This is the biggest observation
wheel in the world. And it blew

my mind away!
When you are
135 meters over
the Thames River
(the London Eye
based on the
bank of the River
Thames) you can
see a splendid view
of London. It’s so
fantastic! You are
like a bird in the
English skies.

The next sight
is  Buckingham
Palace, the
residence of the
Queen.

Of course this is a marvelous
building, but I was ecstatic about
the royal guard. Their clothes
are so funny and unusual for me,
especially their hats. It was so hot
but they were very serious and
they didn’t share their moods with
the people around them. And they
always keep their emotion inside.
And I felt sorry for them, because
it’s a really hard job.

And before starting my trip I
had wanted to see Saint Paul’s
Cathedral. And it is worth
visiting. Because this cathedral
is an important feature of English
life. Important services held in St
Paul’s include the funerals of Lord
Nelson and Sir Winston Churchill;
peace services marking the end
of the First and Second World
Wars; St Paul’s was used for the
marriage of Charles, the Prince of
Wales, and Lady Diana Spencer.
And I think you understand why I
wanted to visit this place.

But in England you can be
excited not, I have also visited
some castles, only by London

although this city is worth seeing,
I admired its castles. I have been
to the Bodiam Castle ( this is a
14th-century moated castle near
Robertsbridge in East Sussex,
England). And it’s an enormous

building surrounded by moat
full of big fish. And it is in such
a good state that I felt like it was
the 14th century. And it’s fantastic
that people who works there were
clothes of those times. That’s why
it seems that you’ve come back to
the times of the knights.

England is a surprising country!
Because it saved its traditions of
the past, its special culture. But
also this country adapts to new
times. Great Britain combines old
and modern, tranquil inns and up-
to-date buildings, calm life in the
country and busy life in big cities.
England is a country of contrasts.
You can’t leave the United
Kingdom without falling in love
with it. And [ will never forget this
trip, because England will remain
in my heart forever!

Kristsina Kislova
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A unique man of our university

Why do you prefer English
from such a great number of
languages?

I mean not only to study but to
teach as well. I cannot answer this
question because it’s not a matter
of preferences. At school we had
no choice, especially in mine
where languages were taught from
the 1st Grade. So from the Ist
Grade to the 11th I was studying
English and from the 6th Grade to
the 11th I was studying German.
And I never thought of English as
a language for my future career.
But I still think the choice which
was made by my teachers for me
was the right one.

What are the main features of
English you can single out?

The only feature I'd like to
highlight is that English is, so to
speak, easy to deal with and at
the same time is very informative
language. When you come across
a sentence or a fragment in
English you can immediately see
whether there's sense in it or not.
For example we may have a look
at some sentence or a piece of text
in Russian and find it eloquent,

we’ll say it’s brilliant, it sounds
great. But if we take the same
extract in English we may say that
this part is nonsense. The text has
lost its brilliance in the process
of translation. The reason is that
English somehow emphasizes the
meaning. And the meaning, the
sense predetermines the eloquence.
The idea is not mine that is why
I’'m so sure in it.

Is it possible to master a foreign
language without deep knowledge
of your mother tongue?

It’s absolutely impossible. The
first thing you should keep in
mind is that without true sincere
love to your own language you’ll
never be able to master any foreign
language. You’ll be like an ogre
from the poem by W.H. Auden:
“But one thing is beyond his reach
/ The Ogre cannot master speech.”

Can you recall any funny
situations in which you managed
to take advantage of your
knowledge in English?

Let me think... Unfortunately
I cannot recall any on the spot.
But there are funny cases which
happen almost every day here,
in the University. Students often
mispronounce words and it’s not
rare when the slips of the tongue
sound ridiculous. [ usually translate
what they’ve said. For instance the
English phrase car hire sounds like
Belarusian kaxae (makes it easy to
memorize). Well once I heard such
a variant harcire. I tried not to pay
attention, but everybody laughed.

Your colleagues are ladies.
What do you feel working in such
atmosphere?

I find it great. The only
disadvantage is that you feel a
little bit confused because of this
international women day. You
know it’s hard to please every

lady of the Chair but I think I just
need to try best. May be someday
I’'ll succeed. The advantages are
numerous. I don’t want to boast.

Are you satisfied with the
average level of English among
our students?

It wishes to be better. The
reason is that the majority doesn’t
understand what they need English
for. One thing I can offer is to
organize international excursions,
international exchange programs.
Travelling is the best way to learn
English. Students will feel the
wish to study if they come across
native-speakers abroad.

Without any doubts, when you
were a student, you had your own
ways of learning English. Could
you share some of your secrets?

In 1998 I entered the University
then went to the USA and in a year
came back. So this advantage may
be considered as a secret way to
some extent. Well, still I have some
personal useful tips. 1st: reading
poetry enriches your vocabulary
and trains your memory; 2nd:
everyday use of English. My
teacher — Maria Dmitrievna
Putrova — used to say: Language is
a kind of shoes you should have put
on all the time. That’s why even
in Vkontakte I organize groups
where my students can discuss
different issues in English. I hope
this informal communication is
useful.

And, finally, do you have a

dream?

Yes, I do have a dream. It's very
simple. I have about 50 places I
would love to visit before I die.
They are different and the reasons
to visit them are different as well.

Mikhail Drozdetsky
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Fashionable foreign language

They say, nothing is stable.
This is true for our time as well
—the modern worldisn t stable.
Its developing, its changing.
Besides it lives according
to its own laws. Progress
creates new standards and
ideals. Thus the ideal of a
modern person is a successful
communicative  and
well developed person.
Besides it’s getting
popular to study
foreign languages.
And this article is
devoted to them.

English? French?
German?
There has always
been the problem of
foreign  languages
choice. We asked
the students of PSU
which language
they’d chosen and
why. The most
common are English
and German. They started
their learning at school, and
of course it’s much easier to
continue the learning process
rather than to start a new
one. That’s why almost all
the respondents continue to
study the same language at

university.

Do you speak English?
As 1t 1s well known, the
most popular and necessary
language to study is English.
We asked students studying
it to assess their language

skills. Here’s what we found
out: the majority (about 45%)
thinks they have intermediate
language skills. The rest of
them hardly speak English
(elementary level, about 10%)
or speak it fluently (upper-
intermediate or advanced —
less than 4%). According to

statistics, the average level is
the intermediate one.

4 years of study - to be or
not to be?

The obligatory four-year
system of foreign languages
study has been introduced in
our university recently. There’s
been a lot of arguments about
it. We found out what the
students think about it. As it
turned out the majority wasn’t
really happy to study a foreign
language an extra year. Their
reasoning was the following:
everybody has the right to

make his own decisions; a lot
of students think they will get
enough knowledge during the
three years of study. Others
can have take courses in
foreign languages in order to
improve their language skills.
But there were some who do
support our administration’s
decision to study
languages  longer.
Well, it depends!

Polyglots

Carrying out the
survey, we decided
to ask the students
what other languages
they would like to
study. There were
different answers:
Spanish, Italian,
Chinese, English,
German... But the
majority would be
glad to study French.
Probably the reason
is its melody. But
some of them decided
it’s better to improve their
skills in the studied language.

That's all we managed to find
out. Besides we had a chance
to talk about the weather with
the English, to try croissants
with the French and to learn
the recipe of spicy sausages
from the German. We had a
good time and as usually -
with a benefit for our beloved
newspaper. Study languages
and get smart! ”

Ann Shevyako
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Mystery of the Cadet building, or meeting with a ghost

The time [ want to tell you about I
was working as a guard in the Cadet
building. It was being restored at a
full speed. The ruins of this great in
the past building gradually started
to look a monumental and beautiful
building. I was really proud of my
work. I thought it was very
important for us to save the
rich historical heritage for our
descendants. I liked watching
the mighty walls of the Cadet
building, they were so beautiful
and mystic in the Moon light! I
invented short stories about its
past and when I had some free
time | wrote them down. I was
a real fan of the Cadet building!
I guarded not a heartless stone
building but an adorable child. I
was crazy about it.

It was a usual evening of my
night shift - just as hundreds of
identical evenings I had had
before. Darkness went slowly
down on the quiet street. It was
really marvellous seeing it and
I enjoyed the charming silence
and calmness of that spring time.
I sat in my working room in
front of an open window reading
a book. Suddenly I heard a loud
sound as though something
heavy fell down in the hall. I
thought: “What is it?” — and went
there quickly. I decided children
had climbed through a window
in the building to play and broke
something. [ wanted to punish them
so I moved quickly and noiselessly.
But there weren’t any children. I
would never forget what I saw in
the hall! The Cadet building didn’t
seem to me a wonderful, beautiful,
marvelous place any more, it was
no more a place where I had a
good time — something white was

hanging in the air just in front of
my eyes! I felt some unpleasant
trembling in my knees...
Something  weightless  was
hanging in the air. It was not moving
and it seemed to be looking at me.
I started to think hurriedly what it

could be. Arag? A window shade? A
jacket? Could I have left something
in there? What could I leave there?
Meantime an enigmatic object
slowly flew towards the window. I
could hardly stand on my feet from
fear. What should I do? Should run?
Or stay where I was? Or just stop
breathing? I looked attentively at
the UFO and I was ready to die at
that moment, so terrible it was! The
UFO moved towards the window, I
was staring at it...

And suddenly - I don’t know

how it happened - it appeared right
in front of me! Before my feet got
me away from there I had a second
to see a face with big sad eyes,
a straight nose and white lips, it
was an ordinary human face, but it
wasn’t a human being, I didn’t see
his legs! It was a ghost, and it
was flying in the air!

I ran away as fast as I can! |
stopped only when I ran behind
the Cadet building and hid
behind the fence. I was tired and
really afraid of the ghost with a
human face. I thought it would
pursue me, but the ghost didn’t
4 fly out of the building.

I didn’t know what to do. I
was at work and had to guard
the building so I had to come
back immediately, but there was
a ghost! The chance to meet him
face to face again didn’t seem
nice to me. Complete darkness
surrounded me. 1 couldn’t
decide what to do. I hated this
terrible piece of rag because I
had to hide behind the fence in
great fear!

I was so afraid of this
unidentified object that I just
sat down on the ground near the
fence and stayed there before
the sun rose and the first citizens
appeared in the street. Then I came
back to the hall where I had seen
the ghost the night before. My
knees were trembling, my back was
wet... The hall was empty, nothing
reminded about the yesterday's
incident.

Asyouunderstand I couldn’t work
there after the ghost’s night visit. So
I’'m guarding a storage now and I’'m
satisfied with my life. I hope never
to meet a ghost again. i

Irina Naumenko
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HemnpuBbsuHO BUIETH B HOMEPE,
MOCBSIIEHHOM JIHIO aHTJIMHCKOTO
sI3bIKa, CcTarblo Ha pycckoM? Ho
Kak umHaue. Benp nmanexko He Bce
B COBEpIICHCTBE BIAJICIOT S3bI-
KOM MHpoBOro macmrabda. Kro-to
YUUJT WIA YIUT HEMEIIKHM, KTO-TO
MIBITACTCSI OCBOUTH (hPAHITY3CKHUH,
HY a KOMY-TO TPOCTO TSKEJIO Ja-
I0TCSI MTHOCTPAaHHbBIE SA3bIKU (MaJio
KTO JJa)ke Ha CBOEM POJIHOM Oesio-
PYCCKOM 001I1aeTcs).

[ToaToMy MBI W pemwiu BCTa-
BUTbH B CIICIBBIITYCK XOTSI ObI OJHY
CTaThlO, TAK CKa3aTh, JIJIsl HAUYWHA-
romux. Beap Beskoe B )KU3HU ObI-
BaeT, M KTO 3HAET, Ky/Jla HAC MOXKET
3aHecTH cyab0a. Kaxaplii u3 Hac
MOJKET TIOMacTh B CUTYaIUIO, KOT-
na psjaoM OymyT JIFOI, MOHUMA-
IOIIME TOJIBKO AHIJIMUCKYIO PEYb.
S3bIK KECTOB — 93TO, KOHEYHO,
yHUBEpCaJlbHas IITyKa, HO HE Me-
1maio Obl, 3HATh XOTsI Obl MAPOUKY
CTaHJAPTHBIX (Ppa3, 4TOOBI XOTh
KaK-TO pearupoBarh MpH 0OIIe-
HUU C HTHOCTPaHI[aMHU.

Haunewm ¢ Toro, 4to Oyaem rpas-
JUBBI M HE CTaHEM CKpbIBaTh OT
OKPY>KaIOIINX, YTO Ha SI3bIKE HE
ropopuM. [losTomy 3anomuHaii-
T€, €CJIM K BaM HA30MIMBO Hay-
HET MPUCTaBaTh UHOCTPAHEI, BacC
cnacet mpocrtas ¢paza: «I don’t
speak Englishy (Aif mgoHT cruk
WHIJIMII), YTO B MEPEBOJIE 3HAYUT
«51 HE TOBOPIO TO-aHTITMICKIY.

Hauano nonoxeHo, uaem Janib-
me. Temepb CTOUT HAyYUTHCS
BEKJIMBO OOBSICHSITH, UTO BaM HU-
4ero He MoHATHO. MHave mpuer-
Csl C TIYyNbIM BBIpOKEHUEM JIHIIA
K7IaTh, KOTJa K€ y HHOCTpaHIA
WCCSKHET SHEPrus U 3aKOHYUTCS
danTaszus. Yto x, qymaro, 3TO HE
HY)KHO HM BaM HU emy. [loaTo-
My 3aniomuHaiire: «Sorry, I don’t
understand you» («Copwu, ait 1OHT
aHACTIH] 10») — VI3BUHUTE, 5 Bac
HE TTOHUMAIO.

Moskere Takxke a00aBUThH «Do
you speak Russian?» ([ly 1o criimk
pamn?), yto 3Ha4yuT «BBI TOBO-
pute Ha pycckom?». Bapyr Bam
TOBE3ET, U Balll COOECETHUK OKa-

JKETCS MOJUIIIOTOM. B mpoTrBHOM
cilydae OH XOTsI Obl OyZieT TOYHO
3HaTh, YTO C BaMH MOXXHO TI000-
IIaThCSI TOJILKO HA 3TOM SI3BIKE.

Tenepp Ha ciydail, €ClIM BBl
B/IPYT 3a0TyIUTECh B HE3HAKOMOM
ropoJie, IIaBHOE, TIOMHUTH Ha3Ba-
HUE OTeJIsl WK aJIpec TOro MecTa,
rJ€ Bbl OCTaHOBWINCH. U mroc
K 3ToMy BbIpaxeHue «Where is
... (n Ha3BaHME HEOOXOIUMOTO
MecTta)» (yas u3 ...). Bor Tonbko
€CJIM BaM HA4YHyT OOBSCHSITH Ha
CJIOBAX, BaM 3TO MaJio OMOXKeET. B
ATOM Cilyd4ae *elarejIbHO HOCUTh
¢ coboii kapty. nu rckarh Takcw,
KOTOpOE Cpa3y OCTaBUT J0 HYX-
HOTO MECTa.

Korna Bam nomoryT, He 3a0yb-
Te cKa3zaTh «cmacubo». EcTh He-
CKOJIbKO BapuaHTOB: « Thank you»
(coHBK 10) — Oosiee oUIIMATIBEHO,
«Thanks» (caHBKC) — Heo(HIIHU-
anbHO, «Thank you very much»
(COHBK 10 BIpH May) — yCUJICHHAast
6narogapHOCTb. 3HaYEHUE OHO U
TOXKE, TAK YTO BaM PeIaTh, CKOJIb-
KO BBl CMOXeTe BbIy4HTh. [la,
KCTaTu, He 3a0yapTe JpYKeTr0-
HO YNIbIOHYThCA. YIIbIOKa YHUBEP-
caJibHa, €€ ¥ IePEBOUTH HE HAJIO.
U ¢ ee moMOIIBIO MOXKHO YCHITUTh
00y10 0JIaroapHOCTb.

Pa3 yx Hayumiuce Onarogapurh,
CTOMT HAy4HUThCS HM3BUHATHCS.
3neck ecTh ABa BapuaHTa. Ecmm,
HarpuMep, Bl XOTUTE OTBJICYb KO-
ro-HUOYIb OT BKHBIX JIEJ, YTOOBI
YTO-TO CIIPOCHUTH, CTOUT CKa3aTh
«Excuse me» (3kckto3 mu). Hy a
€CJIM BBl YTO-HUOYIb HATBOPHIIH,
HarpuMep, HACTYNWINA TTPOXOXKE-
My Ha HOTY, CTOMT CcKa3zarb «[’'m
sorry» (Alim copn).

C npyroii CTOpPOHBI, €CIM Ha
HOTY HACTYITWJIM BaM M W3BHUHU-
JINCh, CTOUT OTBeTUThL «lIt’s all
right» (u11 o1 paiit) wim «It’s OK»
(u11 okeit). He 3a0bIBaiiTe, HY»KHO
OBITh BEXJIMBBIMU U yIEPIKUBATH-
Cs1 OT HEIICH3ypHOU OpaHu Ha poI-
HOM SI3BIKE, JTAJKE €CITH PSIOM HU-
KTO 3TOTO HE MOWMET, JaKe eCIH
HOTa OOJIUT OYEHb CHIIHHO.

Tenepp CTOMT 3allOMHUTH He-

CKOJIBKO MPOCTHIX (hpa3 peueBoro
ITHKETA, KOTOPhIE YacTO YIOTpe-
OMNSIIOTCS B Pa3IMYHBIX CUTYyallU-
sx. [lpu 3HaKomcTBe, OO MpHU
BCTpEeUe aHIIM4aHe OOBIYHO 3a-
natot Bomnpoc «How are you?»
(xay a 10), 9TO MOXKHO TIEPEBECTH
Kkak «Kaxk te1?» nimu «Kak gema?y.
He To uto OBI OHM OYEHb XOTAT
3HaTh, KaK BbI MOXXHBAeTe, MPO-
CTO M3 BEKJIMBOCTH TaK MPUHSTO.
[TosToMy 1 OTBET OOBIYHO CTaH-
naptHbii: «Fine, thanks» (daiin,
COHBKC) — XOPOIII0, crmacu0o. ITo-
r0 BIIOJIHE JOCTAaTOYHO. Y HUX
HE MPUHATO BBHIBAJIMBATh HA BCEX
Cpasy MpHu BCTpPeUe BCE CBOM MPO-
onemsl. [1oaTOMY TTPOCTO OTBETH-
T€, YTO BCE XOPOIIO U 3aJaiiTe B
OTBET TOT K€ BOMPOC.

Kcratu, eme omHa ocobOeH-
HOCTh aHIVIMYaH 3aKJIIoYaeTcs B
MO3/PABICHUSAX C Mpa3THUKAMHU.
OHu, MOANUCHIBAsT OTKPBITKH, UC-
TMOJIB3YIOT OJTHY MPOCTYIO U OTISITh-
Taku cTaHnaptHyio Qpaszy «With
good wishesy - ¢ HauIy4yIIMMU
nokenanusiMu. OHU CUUTAIOT, YTO
€CJIM KeJlaellh YeJIOBEKY, HalpH-
Mep, 310POBbs, 3HAYUT, CUUTa-
elllb, YTO €My 3TOTO HE XBaTaeT.
[Tony4aercs, 94To Jake eciiu uMe-
HUHHUK TIOJTHOCTBIO 37I0POB, €0
Ha3bIBAIOT OOJIbHBIM. Tak MOXXHO
U 00MIeTh, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI
Mo3ApaBUTh. A y Hac HaoOOpOT,
MBI OOBIYHO CTapaeMcsl UCIUCATh
BCIO CTPAHHUILY OTKPBITKU MOXKea-
HUSIMH.

Uro k, HaJICI0Ch, ITOT KYHUBEP-
CaJIbHBIN» PA3TOBOPHUK ITOMOXKET
BaM. Ho Mo#i BaM COBET, yuuTe aH-
mmiickui! Hukakoil pa3roBopHHUK
HE CMOXET BaM MOMOYb — TOJILKO
COOCTBEHHBIE 3HAHUS U OTBIT 00-
menus. Benp gaxke eciau ¢ moMmo-
IIBI0 PA3rOBOPHUKA BBl CMOXKETE
3a/laTh MHTEPECYIOIIUN BOMPOC,
TO KTO JacT TapaHTHUIO, YTO BbI
noiimete orBeT. Tak 4TO, y4eO-
HUKHU B PyKH, HAYIITHUKHU B YIIIU U
Briepen! YcmnexoB BaM B 3TOM He-
JIerKkoM nee! i

JlenTo4Ka:)
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